
9^^911

0

•0 *a 'uo^-Sui-qsBi.^
esuejsc USIX-LA-LO JO ©OXJJQ

'X fCspa©)!

^ioee 'L s-saom

sano-C ^'!x&*r©oucs

'seiisx^/' q-seq. liq-X/A

•t>iLj TCi Gi{q. UL sesouGJ
q.o©(Isns no.? duGUtx snoiAGud ©^iq. ©o^x'^®*^

/Soxouoai^o ©iiq. jo .?doo st p9qo^q.q.Y

•q.t p©d"8i{s ©ABq no/! usiiAi
pxnox;s saoc.;ps s.aGtxxoO nSnoiiq. spmos q.x

•©2p©XM0ic^ jno^ ini{q.r:A ©moo q.'aiiq- ©cisxd 3ut3;"eq.
©JTS squ©uiuox©A©p putj q.ii«xs u-*qq.tA: ©J© s.?^p

i?X*i'©© ©^'Q- 9-T SuiJi'oq.aapun up 3iixtiq. ©u?J
B 3uiop ©J-e nOi? ^luxqq i pui3 'q.o©Load -e ©-^px

spuuos x©*^^^d dn-©q.iJAi ©qX

©M^- J® -^eW-©!
Trijq.i^Suoif|. JUQ.? Joj qonia JUqa s:^ubu-

: u©}i JBSQ

•2^61 '91 J&qui©q.d©s

AnHHaM.aVJ40LLVM HHX'S^MamOD
aNizvmrw Mvcraawv 3hx

JMOIMVdCVIOO a^WOH ^NVWQM.

anNaAy azrvd os®

AN>?awo3 OKiHsnaaa Hamoo-TiaAVOHD



2 2

1 - 5

1 2

1 2

17

1 7

1 9

2 0

25

9

1 1

1 1

30

3 1

U

C I V I L AV I AT I O N S E R V I C E S
GHROKOLOGY 0? ORIGIN AKD PROGRESS

Jan. 22, 1942

Letter wr i t ten and presented by Thonas H, Beck to President Roosevel t br iefly
outl ining plan for uti l isation of civi l ian pilots in nati<»ial defense and
u r g i n g i t s a d o p t i o n .

K r, B e c k c o n t a c t e d G u y G e n n e t t , P o r t l a n d , i ^ i n e , p u b l i s h e r, a n d s h o w e d
Kr. Gannet t copy o f h is le t te r to the Pres ident .

i t r. Ganne t t l e f t Na t i ona l Ae ronau t i c Assoc ia t i on conven t i on i n Lou i sv i l l e , Ky. ,
ahead of t ime in order to see Mr. F.H. LaGuardia and present the plan to hia
i n N e w Yo r k C i t y .

Letter from Kendall K. Hoyt, of NAA, to ff.E. Blanohard, asking Mr. BecK be
adv i sed tha t LaGuard ia had fonaed a comin i t t oe to submi t p lan , cons i s t i ng
of Messrs. Beck, Gannett and Gill Robb Ifllscn (President of NAA). First meet
ing scheduled for June ITtii.

Let ter f rco LaGuardia to Mr. Beck formal ly appoint ing comit tee as above.

Meeting of Messrs. Beck, Gannett'SRI HIIbot In Board Rooa of Croweli-Collier
Publishing Co., 250 Phrk Avenue, Hew York City, at which a tentative plan was
drafted. (Kendall K. Hoyt also attended end took minutes - see entry June 19).

Mr. Beck wrote Mr- LaGuardia advising that meeting had been held and plan drafted;
the plan to be presented after further study and research.

Letter from Hoyt encloBlng minutes of June IVth meeting.

Research report from R.A.Robinson of Crowell-Collier giving data requested by
Mr. Beck. Copy sent to Wi lson.

Messrs. Beck and Wilson presented plan to LaGuardia at Washington, B.C.

Messrs. Bee and Wilson in Washington to see LaGiiardla, but 3i03 M appoint
ment cancel led at last oinute due to LaGuardia being cal led before Govern
ment coimaittee, on another matter.

Let ter f rom Mr. Beck to Prealdent Roosevel t on another subject , nent icns
plan and progress, and reminds Uiat it steamed froa Beck's original letter
t o t h e P r e s i d e n t o f A p r i l 2 2 n d ,

Research report sent to Gannett by N.A. Cathcart, for use in further report.

Letter from H.L. Caravati, Asst. Director of Civilian Conservation Corps,
enclosing pamf^et on CCC defense activities. Sent to Wilson.

Letter from Sr. Beck to LaGiiardia asking nhat has liappened to report sub
mitted by the coisaitto©, and urging prcsapt action. Also mentions report
from CCC indicating they liave men and qquifment which could be used to build
l a n d i n g s t r i p s a n d a i r fi e l d s .

Letter from Kendall K, Hqyt reporting: qn . Jialk with Army people concerning
Army's organising private pilots and planes

(next.page)

l l b i V o



- 2 -

A i a g . 5 I 4 p « B e c k ' s r e p l y t o H o y t ' s l e t t e r o f A u g . A t h s t a t i n g h o d o e s n o t b e l i e r e
i t f eas ib l e t ha t t he A rmy o rgan i se c i v i l i an p i l o t s due t o l ack o f t i s i e , e t c

Aug. 6 Letter fr«B LaGuardia admitt ing delay in considering plan and promising
e a r l y a c t i o n .

Aug. 8 Letter from Hoyt report ing that Mr. Beck's letter to LaGuardia dated
July 31st had apparently secured resii lts, because LaGuaurdia had appointed
Reed G. Landis of his office (Office of Civilian Defense, Washington) to
w o r k o n t h e p l a n .

Ai;g. 12 Letter from LaGuardia reporting real progress uiidor Landis. Asks opinion
on idea of p lacing 'State Wings" uni ts under State Guard aupervis icn.
(Mr. Beck out cf town when this letier was received, and it was therefore
relayed to Wilson - see entry below at August lAth),

Aug. lA LaGuardia's letter to I4r. Beck of Aug. 12th relayed to GUI Robb Wilson,
ask ing tha t he rep ly to ques t ! -n .

Aug. 22 *Teiegram frcm LaGxiardia calling meeting for August 25th at 3«00 PK inN.Y.

Aug. 23 Copy of letter Wilson sent to I&Guardla in answer to the latter's letter
of August 12tii to Mr. Beck. Wilson's opinion is that proposal for placing
State Wings under State Guard uni ts is not feasible.

Aug. 25 »Meeting not held. I4r. Beck was in West, and Wilson, to whoa telegraa was
relayed, was also away and secretary could not reach hin.

Sept. A Meeting held with LaGuardia in Washington, liOO PM,

Sept- 11 Letter to LaGuardia regarding use cf GCC for building landing strips and
air fields. (See letter of July 31st, iihich briefly mentions same subject)

Sept. 22 Reply to above let^er from LaGuardia stating that plan for using CCC has
been t&k« i up fo r d iscu8s i :n w i th the C iv i l Aeronaut i cs Admin is t ra t ion .

#Oct. 3 Letter froa Heed G- Landis with copies of letters fsent to the Secretaries
of War, Navy and Commerce outlining decision reached by the Office .t
C iv i l i an Defense regard ing C iv ILA i r Pa t ro l , wh ich i s charac te r i sed as
"Step Number One" in the program for civil aeronautics in dorense.

O c t . 9 M r . B e c k ' s r e p l y t c L a n d i s l e t t e r c f O c t o b e r 3 r d , e x p r e s s i n g h o p e t h a t
as soon as the first step is completed other steps will be take up,
particularly the teaching of fundamentals of aviation in public schools.

Oct. 9 Letter f rom Landis enclosing let ter f rom D&Md fi. Connol ly, Administrator
o f C iv i l Ae ronau t i cs to t t e e f fec t t ha t t he l a t te r I s t ak ing u ,> -Me
C C C s u g g e s t i o n w i t h t h e C C C - . . : . "

0 This say be taken as the date on whii^ the pl^ was offj-cially adopted. No fur-Uier
correspondence of import cn the subject is in our files', the jaatter having tiiem been
prosecuted by Gill Robb WIIsot, Lu.C."IALl

; « J . i — i >
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A plan tar increasing dofazuw «eid var'^onsolcusziafls azki
fo r en l l a t l ng the you th o f t he Un i ted S ta tea In av ia t i on*

(1) Have the Burwra of Educ&tioa supply tertbo<^ anlmodel airplanes (both rubber and mgins powered to all elenentory
spools in the United States end preeoribe & course in model flying
with oootests held biWBcn' t iuy*

(2) Have the fiare&u of Sdu^^on buy and ouppSiy at leastma glider, dlsaaseMbled, to ̂ ch high' sidiCMA In "Oie United States,
together with textbooks and a planned course in glider flying*

(3) Haw the Hatlcml Xouth Adainistration, the Civilian
Conservat ion Cor jMi and a l l C iv i i ian Pi lo t t rwln ing s tudents who
have not been accepted by the Aray and Savy organised into a youth
avlatlai patrol. Die Govertusimt would furnish l ight aircraft
(Piper, Toylorcraft, Aerosm, Lusooobe ^pe ships retailing fcrarc^md tl ,500, built with fabric and laing very little aliffilntn)
to these ccarpa for use in ivitrol, (^ervatlcn and teo-eay radio
t r a i n i n g *

tft i l ts could be organised on both coasts and the borders*
I asBuiae that at least six or eight boys could be trained per ship
and eould work in s^df ta cover ing pre-deterBined areas* Sooe of
these boys could be trained as observers and oocera sen, others as
pilots, and still others as tso-*«ay radio uen* "Hams" on the ground
coTild act OS relay stations and dally repcrts would be made to
reserve officers designated f<a* the purpose. In this way the boys
wou ld be t r a i ned and kep t i n ^e a i r, ^e l r l i oensee s& in ta l ned *

All this aviation training would lead to an lAmediate
eonsei. uaness of aviation througbhut the thilted dtat^.s and would,
of course, put the youth t f the land at work as "soleaawi ' ' for
alX«»out defense and poreparedness*

Respectfully yours.

D i o m a s H . B e c k

T o t h e R r e a i d e n t ^ ^ ^
fl a ^ i n g t o n , B . C .

(Presented personally by Beck)
LJECEIAEO


